[Diagnosis of cardiac tumor by percutaneous thromboaspiration. A case report].
Percutaneous endovascular thromboaspiration is a valuable tool as illustrated by the case of a patient suffering from a large intracardiac tumour. Histological and immuno-histochemical analysis of the tumour fragments provided the diagnosis of a cardiac angiosarcoma. The patient was a 44 year old man admitted for a large sero-sanguinous pericardial effusion which recurred after drainage. The case was complicated by a haemorrhagic cerebrovascular accident unrelated to a secondary deposit. Initially suspected after transthoracic echocardiography, the diagnosis of a tumour invading the right atrium was confirmed by transoesophageal echocardiography and cardiac CT scan. Surgery was declined and as the diagnosis of lymphoma could not be excluded, the patient underwent biopsy by an original method of percutaneous thromboaspiration. This minimally invasive, low cost technique would appear to be a valuable alternative to other endovascular biopsy techniques (saber, biotome) and to surgical biopsy, and could be proposed as the technique of first intent in an a priori non-operable intra-cardiac tumour or when lymphoma is suspected.